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         SPREAD THE WORD 

PARISH SCHOOL 
Holy Rosary Primary 
Ph: 9203 4500 
ACTING PRINCIPAL:   
  Geordie Thuijs. 

ROSARY CARE 
Do You Need Help? 

Phone:   Catherine – 0410 019 556

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
Are we fully alive, or are we dwelling among the 
dead? That’s the question posed by the word of 
God for today. To which we might give an 
immediate reply, “Of course we’re alive!” Today 
we are challenged to think twice before 
responding so categorically. 
Some of our thinking, feeling and behaving may 
not be life-giving at all, though this fact may 
escape us. Without realising it, day after day 
and fo better or for worse, we take on board the 
values and assumptions of our culture. Insofar 
as these persuade us to pursue our own self-
interest, to put our energies into material 
security and social status, to defend ourselves 
from the claims of others, we are dwelling 
among the dead. 
But if we have courage to look more deeply into 
our lives and see how imprisoned we are in our 
cocoons of comfort, we will be thrilled today to 
hear Ezekiel and Jesus commanding  us to 
come forth from our graves. We will rejoice 
when Jesus declares: “unbind him, let him go 
free”.  

AMENDED OFFICE HOURS 
For the time being the priory office will be 

unattended.  Kaye will be working from  
home and can be contacted on her  

mobile - 0411 123 441

CHURCHES TO BE CLOSED 
The Archbishop has directed that all public Masses 
at all churches and chapels across the 
Archdiocese of Perth to be temporarily suspended 
until further notice and as of 23rd March, all 
churches and chapels are to be closed — private 
worship can no longer take place in our church. 

In his latest pastoral letter the Archbishop advises, 
among other things, the following:   
“… As we did last Sunday we will live-stream Mass 
from the Archdiocese of Perth each Sunday morning 
at 11.00am.  We are also exploring the possibilities for 
streaming other liturgical celebrations as well as short 
messages from me and others in the archdiocese to 
provide information and, hopefully, inspiration.  To 
the extent that it is possible, and following recent 
instructions from the Holy Father, we will live-stream 
the Holy Week liturgies in a modified form.  The 
details of this will be available on the website as soon 
as they are finalised. 

For more information on this and other matters 
including how to view Mass on line and on free-to-
air TV go to the Archdiocese Website – 
www.perthcatholic.org.au. 
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Tawonga often had to miss school because she 
was too sick from hunger. The family also faced 
discrimination in their community due to her 
disability. Since participating in a Caritas 
Australia supported program, Tawonga’s life 
has transformed. Her family now grows enough 
food to provide three meals a day, ending the 
struggle of malnutrition, and helping her thrive 
at school.  
Please donate to Project Compassion 2020 
to so this transformational program can 
continue to empower vulnerable women, 
men and children, and strengthen the 
communities around them.  
Let’s Go Further, Together. You can donate 
through Parish boxes and envelopes, by 
visiting www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion 
or phoning 1800 024 413.

Tawonga is a 10-year-old 
girl, living with a disability. 
She lives in a village in 
northern Malawi in a region 
plagued by food insecurity 
and poverty.  For most of 
her life, her parents have 
struggled to put meals on 
the table.  

Fifth  
Sunday  
of Lent 

A READING FROM THE HOLY 
GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOHN 

(Short form) 
The sisters sent this message to Jesus, ‘Lord, the man you 
love is ill.’ On receiving the message, Jesus said, ‘This 
sickness will end not in death but in God’s glory, and 
through it the Son of God will be glorified. 
Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, yet when he 
heard that Lazarus was ill he stayed where he was for two 
more days before saying to the disciple, ‘Let us go to 
Judaea’. 
On arriving, Jesus found that Lazarus had been in the tomb 
for four days already. When Martha heard that Jesus had 
come she went to meet him. Mary remained sitting in the 
house. Martha said to Jesus, ‘If you had been here, my 
brother would not have died, but I know that, even now, 
whatever you ask of God, he will grant you.’ ‘Your brother’ 
said Jesus to her ‘will rise again.’ Martha said, ‘I know he will 
rise again at the resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus said: 
‘I am the resurrection and the life. 
If anyone believes in me, even though he dies he will live, 
and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. 
Do you believe this?’ 

‘Yes, Lord,’ she said ‘I believe that you are the Christ, the 
Son of God, the one who was to come into the world. 
Jesus said in great distress, ‘Where have you put him?’ 
They said, ‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus wept; and the Jews 
said, ‘See how much he loved him!’ But there were some 
who remarked, ‘He opened the eyes of the blind man, could 
he not have prevented this man’s death?’ Still sighing, Jesus 
reached the tomb; it was a cave with a stone to close the 
opening. Jesus said, ‘Take the stone away.’ Martha said to 
him, ‘Lord, by now he will smell; this is the fourth day.’ Jesus 
replied, ‘Have I not told you that if you believe you will see 
the glory of God?’ So they took away the stone. Then Jesus 
lifted up his eyes and said: 

‘Father, I thank you for hearing my prayer. 
I knew indeed that you always hear me. 
But I speak for the sake of all these who stand round me, 
so that they may believe it was you who sent me.’ 

When he had said this, he cried in a loud voice, “Lazarus, 
here! Come out!’ The dead man came out, his feet and 
hands bound with bands of stuff and a cloth round his face. 
Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, let him go free.’ Many of 
the Jews who had come to visit Mary and had seen what he 
did believed in him. 

Commentary on the Gospel 
We come to the third and last of the dramatic stories 
selected from the gospel of John for the Sundays of 
Year A. We have already encountered Jesus as living 
water and as light of the world; now we meet him as 
resurrection and life. As with the previous stories 
John weaves together an appealing human story and 
profound theological teaching. 
There appears to be two climaxes in the story. One 
is the exchange between Martha and Jesus. He 
identifies himself as “the resurrection and the life”, 
prompting Martha to confess, “Yes, Lord, I believe 
that you are the Messiah, the Son of God who is 
coming into the world”. The second is Jesus 
summoning Lazarus out of the tomb and bidding the 
onlookers “Unbind him, let him go free”. What 
wonderful words with which to conclude this 
splendid story! 

A READING FROM THE  
PROPHET EZEKIEL 

The Lord says this: I am going to open your 
graves; I mean to raise you from your graves, my 
people, and lead you back to the soil of Israel. 
And you will know that I am the Lord, when I open 
your graves and raise you from your graves, my 
people. And I shall put my spirit in you, and you 
will live, and I shall resettle you on your own soil; 
and you will know that I, the Lord, have said and 
done this — it is the Lord who speaks.
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